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Introduction 
Blanchelande is committed to providing a rigorous academic and intellectual education 
which will challenge and engage pupils. It offers continuity and progression of learning 
between the key stages to foster a life-long love of learning and aspirations to achieve 
high standards of excellence. The spiritual, social moral and cultural ethos within the 
school is designed to produce well-rounded, balanced individuals, who are prepared 
thoroughly for the responsibilities and experiences of adult life.  

All pupils of compulsory school age receive a full-time supervised education. This 
education is intended to give pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, 
technological, human and social, physical and aesthetic and creative aspects. 

Primary School 
We plan our curriculum in two Key Stages. We agree a long-term plan for each key 
stage. This indicates what units are to be taught in each term. 

  

Our medium-term plans give clear guidance on the objectives and teaching strategies that 
we use when teaching each topic. We use the National Curriculum for England and 
Guernsey as reference points for our own schemes of work. 

 

In the Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1 we adopt a topic approach to curriculum 
planning. We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is coherence and full coverage 
of all aspects of the National Curriculum and early learning goals, and there is planned 
progression in all curriculum areas.  
 

At Key Stage 2, in the curriculum each child has the opportunity to experience the full 
range of National Curriculum subjects. 
 
 Linguistic Mathematical Scientific Technological Human and 

Social 
Physical/Aesthetic/Creative 

KS1 Literacy 
French 
 

Maths Science Design & 
Technology 
IT 

Geography 
History 
R.E. 
PSHE 

P.E./Games 
Art & Design 
Music 
Drama 
 

KS2 Literacy 
French 
Dyslexia 
support 

Maths Science Design & 
Technology 
IT 

Geography 
History 
R.E. 
PSHE 

P.E./Games 
Art & Design 
Music 
Drama 
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Literacy in the Primary Department 

Speaking and listening  
From Reception to Year 6 pupils develop the ability to:  

 listen and respond to others (adding to or arguing against);  

 speak and present (with increasing formality);  

 participate in group discussion and interaction;  

 engage in drama, role-play and performance.  
 
Reading  
From Reception to Year 6 pupils develop the ability to:  

 decode increasingly complex and challenging words across the curriculum;  

 read for meaning (through the use of reading strategies such as prediction, 
skimming, scanning, inference, summarising, etc.);  

 understand the author’s craft (analysing the effect of the use of features of form, 
structure and language);  

 read and engage with a wide variety of texts;  

 research for a wide range of purposes.  
 
Writing  
From Reception to Year 6 pupils develop the ability to:  

 generate, plan and draft ideas for composition;   

 select, shape and construct language for expression and effect in composition;  

 proof-read and redraft written work, drawing on conventions and structures;   

 use accurate grammar, punctuation and spelling; 

 develop clear, quick, cursive handwriting. 
 
Mathematics in the Primary Department 
The Primary Department endeavours to provide a firm foundation in understanding 
numbers, the number system and the ways that numbers can be combined and used. 

They also learn how to apply the skills and knowledge in all the varied contexts of their 
daily lives. They develop skills to be able to solve problems, interpret information and 
make informed choices. 

When they are calculating, they develop their skills and towards the end of Key Stage 2 
use the most appropriate and efficient methods and to know if the answer is reasonable.  

Science in the Primary Department 
From Reception to Year 6 pupils develop:  
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 an interest in science as a body of knowledge and a method of thinking, inquiring 
and working; 

 a concern for the world around us; 

 an awareness of themselves within the world we live and the importance of 
science in relation to this; 

 a realisation of the  importance of technology for society and the need of scientific 
knowledge in understanding our present technological age; 

 positive attitudes, practical skills and basic scientific concepts. 
 
Senior School 
In the Senior School, in Key Stages 3 and 4, the core curriculum of subjects provides the 
opportunity for pupils to acquire skills in speaking and listening, literacy and numeracy. 
These are further developed in their other subjects. Pupils are taught 45 periods per 
week (35 minute periods). 
 

 
Key Stage 3  
At KS3 all pupils receive a broad introductory curriculum which gives them experience 
in all of the aspects outlined above. They study  English, Drama, Maths, Science, 
Information Communication Technology (ICT) Modern Foreign Languages (French or 
Spanish), Art and Design, Drama, Food Technology, Humanities, (Geography, History, 
Religious Education), Physical Education, Music, and Personal, Social, and Health 
Education (PSHE). 
 
Key Stage 4  
At Key Stage 4, all pupils study the statutory curriculum areas of Maths, English, 
Science, PSHE (including careers), Religious Education and Physical Education.  
 

 Linguistic Mathematical Scientific Technological Human and 
Social 

Physical/Aesthetic/
Creative 

KS3 English 
Literacy 
Support  
French 
Spanish 
 

Maths 
Numeracy 
Support 
 

Science 
 

Food 
Technology 
ICT 
Resistant 
Materials 

Geography 
History 
Religious 
Education 
PSHE 

Art 
Music 
Physical Education 
Food Technology 
Drama 

KS4 English 
Language 
English 
Literature 
French 
Spanish 
 

Maths 
Numeracy 
Support 
Statistics 
Psychology 

Separate 
Science 
Double 
award 
science 
Psychology 

Food and 
Nutrition 
ICT 

Geography 
History 
Business 
Studies 
Psychology 
Religious 
Education 
PSHE 

Art 
Music 
Physical Education 
Food and Nutrition 
Drama 
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All pupils study ICT across the curriculum. In addition to this, pupils are entitled to opt 
for up to 3 other subjects to study to GCSE level with a strong recommendation that this 
includes a modern foreign language. Pupils can opt to take Drama as an additional GCSE 
subject. Quite deliberately, the school chooses each year to construct the KS4 timetables 
around pupils’ choices, and not the other way around; thus there are no predetermined 
‘Option Bands’. Certain pupils with additional needs are given learning support in place 
of one of their option blocks. 

All curriculum subject matter is appropriate for the age and aptitudes of the pupils in 
each school year, including any pupils who are exceptionally talented (‘gifted and 
talented’) or with a statement of special needs. Additional needs are reviewed annually. 
Our curriculum provision enables all pupils to have opportunities to learn and make 
progress including those with special educational needs. Every opportunity, for all 
pupils, is provided to enable the development of their Speaking, Listening, Literacy and 
Numeracy skills, as set out in the schemes of work for each curriculum area. 

The curriculum provides for the teaching of Personal Social Health Education (PSHE) as 
a timetabled discrete subject, working concurrently with the PSHE policy and schemes 
of work, where further details can be found. The PSHE curriculum reflects the school’s 
aims and Catholic ethos. The PSHE policy and schemes of work should be read in 
conjunction with the following policies: Teaching and Learning, Special Educational 
Needs and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSCD). 

Science at Key Stage 4  
All pupils study either separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics or Double 
Science (Science A & Additional Science).   
 
English & Mathematics at Key Stage 4  
All pupils will study separate GCSEs in English Language, English Literature and 
Mathematics. High achievers in Mathematics have the opportunity to take GCSE 
Statistics in addition to their Maths GCSE. 
 
Physical Education  
All pupils in Key Stages 3 and 4 are expected to participate in a minimum of two hours of 
PE in their weekly core curriculum. There are many enrichment opportunities provided 
through the lunchtime and after school extra-curricular PE programme and the extended 
sports programme. Team sport is a regular feature in House activities and competitions.  
 
Information Communication Technology (ICT)  
ICT is a tool that enables pupils to learn independently, research information, present 
information, share their learning and network with other learners. Pupils learn and 
develop their ICT skills and understanding through all curriculum areas, as well as 
through discreet lessons at Key Stage 3.  
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Academic ethos 
In the Senior School, focus on examination achievement is balanced with understanding 
each individual’s ability and personal goals. Teachers closely monitor academic 
performance and intervene promptly when pupils are struggling. Pupils are expected to 
apply themselves to their work and to fulfil their talents. The school supports a wide 
ability range and commends the hard work of all, whatever the examination result, 
realising that each pupil has a different level of personal goal. 
 
Schemes of work  
Schemes of work are planned and developed by curriculum/subject leaders and subject 
teams, taking account of the guidance within the Teaching and Learning Policy and with 
regard to:  

 GCSE specification; 

 whole school policies and practices, e.g. explicit inclusion of Social Justice, 
Stretch and Challenge (S&C) and Student Centred Learning  (SCL);  

 pupil needs – including additional educational needs (Special Educational Needs 
and Stretch and Challenge provision), learning styles and pastoral considerations. 

 
Mentoring   
We have a developing mentoring programme at KS3 and KS4. Mentoring is structured 
to allow pupils to:  

 discuss their needs for curriculum support;  

 be actively involved in target-setting; 

 record and discuss progress and achievements.  
  
Whole School curriculum approach 
Blanchelande College values the understanding that knowledge can fall outside traditional 
subject boundaries and that learning can be organised in different ways. We organise an 
Activities Week, school excursions and a range of extra-curricular opportunities for 
specific subjects are also a feature. 
 
Citizenship/PSHE  
Citizenship/PSHE is delivered through:  

 discreet, timetabled lessons;  

 contribution of visiting specialists;  

 whole-school events;  

 assemblies. 
 
Please see the PSHE Primary and Senior handbook for further details. 
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Religious Education   
As a Catholic school within the Diocese of Portsmouth, Religious Education is taught to 
all pupils as a core subject. The Primary Department follow the scheme ‘God Matters’ 
and pupils in Years 7-9 follow a scheme of work that combines the ISEB Religious 
Studies Syllabus B and the diocesan programme ‘Open the Door’. 
 
Differentiation  
Effective differentiation is at the heart of all planning. A variety of differing teaching and 
learning methods and materials are used in all courses to suit students’ different needs, 
those with special educational needs and those who are Gifted and Talented. Guidance 
regarding differentiation is located within Teaching and Learning Policy, as well as the 
SEN policy. 
 
Special Educational Needs (SEN)  
Pupils with SEN access a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum which is differentiated 
to meet their individual needs. This is monitored and evaluated to ensure the curriculum 
promotes academic progress and self-esteem. Parents/carers and pupils are involved in 
decisions affecting their curriculum opportunities. Full details of the school’s provision 
for SEN can be found in the SEN Policy.  
 
English as an additional language (EAL) 
Pupils whose first language is not English are assessed prior to entry into Blanchelande 
College and again upon arrival during their induction programme to assess their English 
language capabilities and needs. A programme of support is then put in place as 
appropriate. 

Enrichment opportunities  
External links enrich and enhance learning, and allow pupils to make a positive 
contribution to our local community. Enrichment opportunities are an integral part of 
our curriculum, and also include opportunities for informal learning in a range of settings 
such as clubs and communities.  
 
Activities Week 
We run an Activities Week in the Summer Term, which enhances our curriculum. Key 
Stage 3 pupils have opportunities to visit or take part in experiences not normally 
available within lesson time. Experiences raise pupil awareness of their personal 
development and well-being, and their personal, learning and thinking skills as well as 
offering the development of expertise in specific focus areas. We encourage and support 
all Year 9 pupils to participate in a residential experience during the week.  
 
Homework  
The homework policy is within the teaching and learning policy.  
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Progression between Key Stages  
A member of the Senior Leadership Team leads the Transfer Programme, working with 
our Primary partner schools to ensure effective transfer of information and Key Stage 2-3 
transfer. 
  
Year 7 form tutors visit all of our Primary partner schools to ensure we have a detailed 
profile of each pupil to assist with planning their move to Blanchelande College. Our 
Leader of Learning Support plays a key role in planning and monitoring the personalised 
transfer process for pupils with special educational needs. We have a developing 
programme of curriculum links between our secondary and primary school, which 
provides secondary subject specialist teaching in some primary school subjects.  
 
The Key Stage 3-4 transfer is overseen by curriculum staff and Form Tutors, who liaise 
with the Senior Leadership team to ensure pupils, make informed and relevant 
curriculum choices.  
 
The Key Stage 4-5 transfer is overseen by the Director of the Post 16 Centre, the teacher 
with responsibility for post 16, the form tutors and the Student Services Leader. We 
work in partnership with the Sixth Form Centre, Ladies College and the College of 
Further Education to ensure all our pupils have appropriate guidance and support, as 
well as the relevant qualifications to allow them to pursue their chosen path post 16. 
Extensive liaison occurs with partner schools to ensure that pupils make informed and 
relevant curriculum choices.  
 
Home-School Partnership  
Education is a joint venture between pupils, school and parents/carers.  All teachers and 
parents communicate through pupils’ homework diaries with both positive and negative 
comments where appropriate. At the start of the year parents are given their child’s form 
tutor’s email address, as they are the first point of contact for any parent. Both staff and 
parents can communicate by phone or email if there is an issue. The school holds various 
information evenings for parents including a Year 7 parent introduction evening, KS3 
curriculum evening, Yellis and Midyis information evening, Year 11 support evening and 
an E-safety evening. There is a newsletter produced every fortnight for staff, parents and 
pupils. 
 
Equal opportunities  
Entry to all programmes of study is based on academic suitability and appropriateness, 
regardless of sex, race, disability, religion or belief. 
  
Disabilities: In accordance with the statutory requirements the school aims to make the 
curriculum accessible to all pupils as far as is reasonably practicable. The school has an 
Access Policy, which is available to parents/carers on request.  
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Relationships and sex education  (RSE) 
The school provides RSE in the basic curriculum for all pupils, in which pupils are 
encouraged and guided by moral principles and taught to recognise the value of family 
life. Sex education is delivered in accordance with the guidelines issued for schools by the 
Diocese of Portsmouth.  
 
A full statement of the school's sex education policy is available to parents/carers. It has 
been drawn up in consultation with staff, pupils and parents/carers, and takes into 
account the views of representatives from the community. 
 
In accordance with the law the biological aspects of human reproduction remain 
compulsory for all pupils, but parents/carers may withdraw their children from any 
other part of the sex education provision without giving reasons.  
 
Careers Education and work related learning   
The school provides careers education to all pupils through the PSCHE curriculum. 
Work related learning is augmented by giving older pupils additional responsibilities and 
through a block work experience programme for Key Stage 4 students. GWEX 
(Guernsey Work Experience Service), which is part of the Careers Service at the 
Education Department, liaise with our Careers teacher to arrange suitable work 
experience placements for all Year 10 pupils during the final term of Year 10. When 
appropriate, the also arrange Work Experience placements for students at our request. 
Almost all Blanchelande pupils continue with their education, either through A-Levels or 
at the College of Further Education. A meeting or series of meetings, with Guernsey 
Careers Service, is arranged for any pupils who do not intend to continue their 
formal education.  
 
Political Education   
Political issues are introduced in a number of courses and are presented in a balanced 
manner. Pupils are encouraged to develop their own political viewpoints. As part of the 
PSHE programme of study, individual States Members visit the school to speak to the 
pupils. 
 
E-Safety 
Being aware of how to be safe when interacting with the wide range of ICT resources 
available to the school is an entitlement of all members of our school community. Staff 
follow ‘The Acceptable Use Policy’ regarding ICT in school. Pupils are taught as part of 
their curriculum about how to recognise and avoid danger when using ICT resources. 
Through its Behaviour Policy and Anti-Bullying policies and the work of the island e-
safety committee, the school works to prevent any member of its community becoming 
the victim of online exploitation and/or cyber-bullying.  
  



 

10 

 

Social justice 
Social justice issues are incorporated into the curriculum and mapped into schemes of 
work across all subjects in all year groups throughout the school. 

This policy is available to parents and prospective parents on request from the School 
office and accessible on the School website. 

References 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the following policies: 

 Teaching and Learning Policy 

 SEN Policy 

 Behaviour Policy 

 Anti-Bullying Policy 

 PSHE Handbook 

 Long and Medium Term Plans 

 Access Policy 

 Stretch and Challenge Policy 

 Numeracy Policy 

 Literacy Policy 


