
 
 

Friday, 27th March 2020 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Our aim this week has been to provide families with a strong sense of connection with the 
school and with each other, and to continue to educate all our pupils – from age four 
to sixteen – to the highest possible standard. It has been a huge challenge but I believe that we 
have all – staff, pupils and parents – achieved something quite remarkable this week. 
 
In my newsletter I always try to make the children and young people of Blanchelande the focus 
of our attention. But this week I would like to make a special point of thanking the 
teachers. The way that they have adapted to completely unfamiliar ways of teaching has been 
astonishing. In the senior school there has been a digital revolution (and it’s just starting). In 
the Primary school superb packs of activities were ready to go home when we closed on Friday; 
thank you for all the appreciative feedback and work samples! But staff have been doing 
much more than just sending through academic work, because education is about the 
whole child. Every Infant family has received a phone call from their class teacher, and the 
Juniors are in the process of doing the same. Senior tutors, who are responsible for older and 
more independent students, have been using Teams to stay in daily contact, and touching base 
with parents on a regular basis where needed. Many staff have had their own professional and family 
upheavals and childcare issues this week, but have nevertheless shown the most admirable care and 
commitment to the children. Bravo. 
 
Staff endeavour would, of course, fall flat on its face if the students were not up for a big 
challenge. As you will read further down this 
newsletter (especially Mr Tardivel and Mr Broad’s words 
on this as a classic hero’s journey situation), the 
students’ overall attitude to work has been 
truly impressive. There are a few rough edges to 
smooth over (generally social media etiquette!) but 
these are good opportunities too, and we will give 
clear guidance. 
 
Pastoral care and high quality teaching and learning 
are at the heart of our work, but you may have 
noticed that we’ve branched out a bit this week. 
We’ve now got a Blanchelande channel on YouTube 
and an Instagram feed. We’ve begun to build a home 
learning page on our website, and Hugh Rose is releasing a Hero’s Journey activity every couple 
of days, with Primary pupils particularly in mind (all resources on the home learning page). 
 
The world of remote learning is new to us all; I hope we’re giving you and your son or daughter 
what they need. If we can do better, as always please drop me or another member of staff a line. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl2ldjzZAq0mZ7eHJFABW5A
https://www.instagram.com/blanchelandecollege/
https://www.instagram.com/blanchelandecollege/
https://www.instagram.com/blanchelandecollege/
https://www.instagram.com/blanchelandecollege/


 
 
INFANT HOME LEARNING 
Mrs Yeoman reports: 
The Infant staff have been delighted to hear such wonderful 
feedback regarding the Infant home learning packs. We are 
pleased to hear that so many of the children are enjoying the 
workbooks and projects sent home. We have loved seeing all your 
photos and messages! A huge well done to all our infant children 
and parents! 
 
We have launched Class Dojo and if you haven't received your 
email invite please contact your class teacher. Thank you to all of 
you that have now connected with us on this platform. We will 
now begin posting messages, photos and recordings for you and 
your child. 
 
Infant staff have been recording videos for you and again thank you for your lovely comments. 
There will be more over the next few weeks so we hope the children continue to enjoy 
watching us! Wishing you all good health. 
 
ONSITE PROVISION FOR CHILDREN OF KEY WORKERS 
Mr Allison reports: 
In school this week, our Red team of teachers have been providing onsite provision for a mixed-
aged class ranging from Reception up to Year 6. It has been a pleasure to spend the days looking 
after them and helping them continue their learning. We have explored the grounds and came 
across the story zone where Daniella told the story of the Three Little Pigs – excellent re-telling 
Daniella! The daily Act of Worship took place at the Little Chapel in the beautiful spring 
sunshine – thank you, Mr O’Brien. However, the absolute highlight of the week for all ages of 
children has been zooming around on the trikes and scooters in our playground and on the 
courts. Not something the children would usually be allowed to do at school! Next week our 
Yellow team of teachers will leading our primary class. Thank you to everyone for pulling 
together at this challenging time. 
 
Mrs Smith reports: 
For the first three days this week, I joined Mr 
Allison and Mr Hutchison and key worker 
children in school. Our first activity of the day 
was exercise with Joe Wicks... we gamely put 
ourselves through the routine... strangely we 
did the very same routine again Tuesday, didn’t 
we Mr Allison? With Mrs Smith in control of 
the hall laptop on Wednesday, we managed to 
live stream but due to over exertion the 



 
previous days, some of us found that we couldn’t quite manage the energetic lunges! 
 
We then worked very hard on our home learning packs and spent Wednesday 
afternoon creating our own rainbows using coloured tissue paper in the beautiful sunshine. 
 
(One very kind parent – Chantal from Guernsey Biscuits, kindly dropped in some yummy buns for the 
teachers –which were gratefully received and delicious!) 
 
JUNIOR HOME LEARNING 
Mr Allison reports: 
I would like saying a big thank you to all the junior children for 
working hard on their learning packs this week. They have proved 
to be very adaptable in these extraordinary times. You have been 
amazing! Thank you parents for supporting your children with 
their learning this week. Our primary teachers, some of whom 
have been in school, have been adapting to a new way of teaching 
and have enjoyed receiving emails and pictures from home – do 
keep them coming. We hope you have found the learning packs 
comprehensive and have kept the children on track with their 
learning. I am sure that the children will also have developed their 
independence and organisation skills which will put them in good 
stead for their future education. Many children have told me that 
they have enjoyed working at home because ‘I get to listen to 
music as I work’ and ‘it's been good to spend time with my family’. Next week, our Junior form 
teachers will be making a call home to check that you and 
your children are doing well. 
 
YEAR 3 
Mrs Lewis reports: 
Well done to everyone in Year 3 for embracing the home 
learning this week! I have received lots of encouraging 
messages and emails from parents telling me how hard 
you are working.  It has also been fantastic weather and 
you have managed some outdoor activities 
too with lots of great ideas for keeping fit 
and healthy!  I have been sent some lovely 
photos of your workstations, your artwork 
and even a video of Luciana doing a 
backward flip on her trampoline! They have 
kept me entertained and it is a great way of 
enabling us to still feel part of a class unit.  
Please keep them coming, parents!  
 



 
I shall be emailing some more work next week but I suspect many of you still have plenty to 
keep you busy.  Some other ideas that you have thought of are:  

• Collecting pebbles from the beach to decorate. 

• Creating rainbows for your 
windows (I have seen many 
others on my dog walks). 

• Of course, lots of exercise and 
fresh air in the garden.  

• We also have to mention Joe 
Wicks’ exercise class on 
YouTube. He may well 
become a national hero! 

 
Speaking of YouTube, I am hoping to 
upload next week. I shall be reading 
the next instalment from our class 
reader, C S Lewis’ The Magician’s 
Nephew. Watch this space! 
 
YEAR 4 
Mrs Reid reports: 
I have seen some great work from Year 4 this week! They are working through the tasks set and 
making time for some fun outdoor activities. Thank you, parents, for all your work and for 
sending in some wonderful pictures. I was delighted to see this picture of Devon’s mini water 
cycle project. We planted these at school and the children were asked to look for evidence of 
the water cycle at work. Holly drew and labelled a super diagram showing the different 
processes.  Well done everyone – keep up the good work! 



 
 
LOWER SENIORS (YEARS 7-9) 
Mr Tardivel reports: 
Well done to everyone at the end of your first week of online 
learning. For some of you it has been a quick learning process, 
embarking on your own Hero’s Journey, leaving the familiar world 
of the classroom as you embark on your own learning quest (from 
the comfort of your own home) which you have fully embraced, 
showing what dynamic students you are. 
 
I have been thoroughly impressed with your communication each 
morning during your ‘virtual tutor periods’. You will see over the 
coming weeks a variety of PSHE, quiz, maths puzzle and Unifrog 
tasks, which will help you to maximise your organisational skills and 
prepare you for each day - in times of some uncertainty, routine, is 
key. Well done and thank you to your tutors for their hard work and 
continued support. 
 
Throughout the week, I have been dropping into a range of subject Teams to see how you have 
been getting on. I have to say, some of the work I have seen is excellent, inquisitive and thoughtful 
questions are being asked. Feedback from your teachers suggests that you are engaging in new 
ways of learning well.  
 
Remember that your Teams are changing slightly to classes so that we can fully utilise Microsoft’s 
education package, particularly with the use of the Assignments function, which will replace 
Dashboard as of next week, meaning you can complete and submit all of your work in one place. 
Your tutors have shared instruction videos created by Mr Elward to assist you in the submission 
of work. 
 
Finally, I would like to say well done and thank you to all of your parents and carers for their 
support during this period of home schooling! Keep up the hard work; it’s less than a week to go 
until Easter! 
 
 
YEAR 7 CO-ORDINATES 
Mrs O’Leary reports: 
Year 7 students have been hard at work for 
their Maths lessons. Katie Singleton and 
Charlie Elston have submitted these brilliant 
pieces after plotting co-ordinates. Merits will 
be awarded – well done! 
 
 
 



 
 
LOWER SENIOR SCIENCE AT HOME! 
Mrs Mason-Smith reports: 
My Year 7 Science class were 
reviewing their learning of electron 
configurations and along with 
completing the first twenty elements 
they were also asked to see if they 
could make models out of things 
they found around their homes.  
 
My Year 9 Biology Students were set 
the task of either drawing and 
labelling a cell or making a model 
out of things that they could find in 
their home. Eva Guille went above 
and beyond to create a plant and an animal cell from things found in her kitchen, she even 
included organelles not normally looked at until a-level!  

UPPER SENIORS 
Mr Broad reports:  
This week both students and staff have been getting used to a 
totally new way of teaching. Remote Learning has challenged us 
all and taken staff firmly outside of their comfort zone. The range 
of activities encompasses: virtual lessons; revision packs and 
activities; consolidation of key skills (review and presentation) 
and the more common way of demonstrating a students’ 
understanding through worksheets. This has firmly kept staff on 
their toes while giving students a new flavour of the different 
dynamics of teaching and learning. 



 
 
For some students, adapting to this new style has been challenging and I applaud you all for sticking 
with it and working so effectively with your teachers. You have all embarked on a new Hero’s 
Journey, and I am thoroughly impressed with the commitment I have seen from students and staff. 
 
Online communication between students and staff, particularly in the mornings, shows the 
dedication students in the Upper Seniors have to their studies and overall wellbeing. Over the 
next week we will continue to develop different styles of learning and ensure through your tutor 
you are still given activities to complete – quizzes, maths puzzles, Unifrog, PSHE – please 
continue to contribute to these activities and let us know if you need anything further to help in 
this challenging time. 
 
Remember that your teams are changing slightly to classes so that you can fully utilise the 
learning platform, particularly with the use of Assignments which will replace Dashboard as of 
next week. This means you can complete and submit all of your work in one place. Your tutors 
have shared informative videos created by Mr Elward to assist you in the submission of work. 
 
Finally, I too would like to say thank you to all of parents and carers for their continued support 
during this period of home schooling! Keep up the hard work, one week to go until Easter! Stay 
safe. 
 
 
 
YEAR 11 SCIENCE 
Mr Burgess reports: 
A breath of fresh air for the year 11 GCSE 
Biology classes. With virtual learning in full 
swing, I thought a little outdoor project would 
suffice, when considering ‘indicator species’. I 
set the task of a research paper based on the 
different lichens pupils could find around their 
gardens and walks they are going on. Here, 
James McKenzie has identified some different 
species of lichens. Lichens are really important 
in measuring air quality; they are super 
sensitive to oxides of nitrogen and sulphur. 
James’ breath of fresh air was really fresh and 
unpolluted. 
 
On another note Mr Burgess is interested in any unusual animal behaviour over the next few 
weeks. Please email him with any observations of strange things you have seen. For example, 
increased numbers of dead rats on the roads and also buzzards wondering along walls and 
pavements! Strange goings on; could it be related to the lack of people around? The study of 
animal behaviour is called ‘ethology’. Let me know of any unusual sightings. 



 
 
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
Mrs Van Der Linden reports: 
 
Year 10   
Some great work from Year 10 students Caitlin Jones and Caitlin White who have shown 
excellent understanding of orthographic projection and isometric drawing using CAD. Although 
the project was meant to run until the end of term Caitlin Jones completed her manufacture 
early, so I thought it would be nice to show everyone the finished outcome to brighten your 
day! 

Year 11 
Very proud of all my year 11 Design and Technology students who worked at every opportunity 
to get the practical elements of their coursework projects finished before the school closures. 
They are also working very hard at home and from discussions I have had this week, some pupils 
would find it useful to get feedback from their potential user group.   
 
If you are interested in being part of their market research and fit into any of the product user or 
target market profiles below: 

• Children’s interactive story book ages 2-6 years 
• Birthday party pack - girls aged 4-10 years 
• Cystic Fibrosis merchandise  
• Garden planter 
• Teenage desk storage/organiser 
• Furniture shelving unit 
• Jewellery ages 16+ 
• Skateboard graphics, grip tape, and wheels 

Please email vanderlindenr@blanchelande.sch.gg if you can help. 
 
ARE YOU GETTING ENOUGH SLEEP? 
Mrs Moores: 
Tips and tools for good sleep were the focus for our first ‘PSHE 
Tuesday’ this week for Years 7 to 11. Students can make the most of 
not needing to rush to get to school after breakfast to catch up on a 



 
little more sleep as we approach the end of term. One Year 8 form have adopted the slogan 
‘Don't let poor sleep become your worst nightmare’ as they considered the quality of sleep they 
get and how a lack of sleep can affect immunity.  
 
Parents, siblings and other family members may well have found themselves involved as we 
encouraged students to do any of the following: 

• Dos and Don’ts list for good sleep 

• Sleep survey (amongst those in their household)  

• ‘Good Sleep’ advertising campaign (in the form of a leaflet, short video message or any 
other creative means which could be shared with the school community). 

 
Let’s see what the students come up with in time for next Tuesday! An opportunity to work 
individually or with someone at home or on a school Form Team to earn a few house points (or 
even a Principal’s Commendation). 
 
Next Tuesday, look out for ‘Netiquette’ as we all advance our skills using Microsoft Teams for 
successful on-line teaching and learning. 
 
MRS O’LEARY’S MATHS PUZZLE 
 
Answer to puzzle 9 
In total, we get 1372 + 9604 + 14 = 10,990 legs.  
 
Puzzle 10 
A gardener planted 10 trees in five rows. Each row had four trees in it. 
How did he do this? 
 
 
PICTURES OF HOPE 

 



 

 
For special prayers during the current crisis, click here. 
 
The parish has also announced that, starting this weekend, Mass in Guernsey will be live-
streamed at 10.30 am every day (except Saturday, which will be a vigil Mass at 6.30 pm). There 
will also be other services live-streamed throughout the week: 

• Monday:  Rosary 6.00 pm 

• Tuesday:  Adoration 11.00 am–12.00 pm 

• Thursday:  Adoration 11.00 am–12.00 pm 

• Friday:  Stations of the Cross 7.00 pm 
 
With every best wish for the week ahead, and please let us know if we can do anything to support 
your family or someone that you know, 

 
Robert O’Brien 
Principal 

https://office365.eu.vadesecure.com/safeproxy/v3?f=-qoAzvY1-T63tu4T3_aG_DLhBpoc4XhFyhsKaVamzkoeQ_DhSE5szkuQhxhIg3Kt&i=AiMs9-ntdwtPv-7gcGfgM-eEb0Vg8qMaQTVvEMO8jDnQeH5OCBKp3Km9covooSwU8faf5YuHWen4NY9hRgEt1w&k=qrRd&r=Q9Oaambw7wN6OF0mxLpgrmEWbCsZgG2p3d-GTwvOKCngzowYFI6WT0bcCpTErZ55&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tentenresources.co.uk%2Fprimary-subscription%2Fprayers-for-home%2F15-prayers%2F
https://catholic.org.gg/
https://catholic.org.gg/

