A-Level Bridging Work
Art, Craft and Design
For Summer 2020
Introduction
The overall purpose of the WJEC A-Level Art, Craft and Design course is to improve
your ability to appreciate the visual world and to delve further into your work in a
personal and creative way. This approach will lead you to:
• Feel connected to your personal project, leading to you enjoying your work and
designs more.
• Gain marks as you extend your contextual research and development of ideas.
• Develop beyond GCSE skills and acquire the skillset for university Art and Design
courses.
Blanchelande College will support you in further developing your knowledge of
materials, practices and technology. You will also learn the skills to interpret and convey
your ideas and feelings using art and design.
Furthermore, you will develop a specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and
understanding of the place of art, craft and design in history and in contemporary society.
Your bridging course
This bridging unit consists of three tasks which will lay a foundation for your A-Level
studies and give you the opportunity to show your creativity as well as adding to some of
the core skills needed in Art, Craft and Design.
Section A: Experience real art
There is nothing like getting close to artworks which inspire you. The size, scale and colour you
witness when standing in front of an original artwork are simply a different experience –
often evoking quite powerful emotions – to seeing art reproduced in a book or on a
screen. This approach will be more important at A-Level and you should begin with
those opportunities on your doorstep (e.g. Candie Museum).
While it may be difficult to visit museums and galleries around the world, you can get a
taste for doing so through the online tours. Spend an half an hour or so exploring some of
the online tours of some of London’s greatest art collection: click here.

TASK 1
Take a virtual tour of a gallery of your choice and write a 500-word analysis which
includes your opinion of at least two of your favourite artworks and what ideas it may
give you to use in the future. You may consider the following art galleries: Tate Britain,
Tate Modern, The National Gallery, The Saatchi Gallery, The Hayward Gallery. Search
commercial galleries of your choice too.
Visit the exhibition of Bridget Spinney artwork at the Coach-house Gallery in St. Peters
and write a 300-word analysis of her work. The exhibition runs from Sunday 28th June
and continues until Thursday 30th July.
Section B: ‘My personal space’
Observational drawing is an important component of all Art, Craft and Design courses
and I hope the following set tasks will inspire you. Drawing is the core method of
researching, investigating, developing and communicating ideas, together with your own
photos.
You can copy from photos if they are your own photographs, using a sketchbook to keep
your work in one place. Your sketchbook records your observations, investigations,
inquiries, answers to visual questions, experiences, memories, and imagination.
Sketchbooks can be places to test, explore, experiment without fear of failure. There is
no wrong way. To begin the task of ‘My personal space’ you should take a series of
photographs.
A good photo can be judged on the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Its impact
The lighting – artificial or natural?
The story it tells
Its technical quality
Creativity
Composition – e.g. cropping image
Points of interests
Use of colour vs black & white
Focus
The position it is taken from – e.g. from above or below looking up

TASK 2
Step A
Using a camera (your mobile phone will be fine) take 30 photos from different
interesting angles of two of the following options. Copy the photos either into a
powerpoint or print them out and present in a sketchbook. The options are:
a. Any room/object/furniture within your home - such as your bedroom, favourite
chair, dressing table, corner of a room, bathroom taps, windows, lamps whilst lit.
b. The members of your household: your family, any pets you may have, your family in a
posed or unposed situation, your family working or relaxing or doing everyday
hobbies/interests.
c. The outside of the front/back of your house. Your garden and what is in it, the plants
that are growing there, the clothes line, the equipment that is stored in the garden shed,
the front or back of the house, your street or the other buildings,
Please check with family/friends/public before photographing them that they are happy
to be part of your project.
STEP B
Evaluate your eight favourite photographs. Explain what it is about the angle, lighting,
composition in general that makes these photos your favourites. You can do this either by
writing about them or using your Powerpoint/ sketchbook to annotate these photos.
TASK 3
On A4 paper (or larger) choose six of your favourite photographs (from those you took,
above) and spend at least an hour drawing them from one of the techniques below. Make
sure to use several of the techniques listed.
a) Pencil (ideally 2B to 6B) with as much variation of tone as possible.
b) Fine liner or biro using hatching / cross hatching / pointillism.
c) White gel pen on a slightly darker background such as cardboard, brown paper
etc using cross hatching, pointillism, etc.
d) Watercolour or fine liner wash, trying for as much tone as you can.
e) Use a mixed media background with one of the above – cardboard, lined paper
etc.
f) A background of words from a book, printed out, newspaper, envelope, address
label, paper already written on, etc.
g) Sewing the scene into a textile background or drawing using biro or fine liner
onto a textiles background.

Examples of these are shown below:

