BUSINESS
STUDIES

BRIDGING
COURSE

A-Level Bridging Work
Business Studies
For Summer 2021
The subject explores the challenges and issues of starting and running a business whilst also examining
the different functional areas including Human Resources, Finance, Marketing and Operations. The
Business Studies course encourages students to engage with, explore and understand business
behaviour as well as develop a critical understanding of what business is and does.
Task 1: Complete the basic numeracy test
Click here and take an initial numeracy test. The answers are on the document so you can self-assess.
This will help you to identify your current strengths and weaknesses. Keep this as a record for your
teacher, and don’t worry about the mark you get.
Task 2: Business-related research
To show your passion for the subject, you need to carry out each of the following business studies
activities below:
A. Visiting a place of interest (virtually) such as London: click here. Write a paragraph of
approximately 100 words about your experience.
B. Reading one (or more) of the following. If you struggle to read, then you can listen to the
first 3 books on audible instead. The shortest/quickest book is Business for Punks, which is
only 5 hours long and an easy listen.
• Business For Punks: Break all the rules, the Brewdog Way ( James Watt )
• Shoe Dog: A Memoir by the Creator of Nike (Phil Knight)
• The Upstarts: How Uber and Airbnb are changing the world (Brad Stone)
• The Everything Store: Jeff Bezos and the Age of Amazon (Brad Stone)
Write a paragraph summarising the book, and what your biggest take aways from it are.
C. Watching one (or more) of the following films:
• The Founder (the story of how McDonald’s came to be) – Amazon prime
• The Internship (the story of 2 salesmen who find themselves on a coveted internship
at Google) - Amazon prime
• The Social Network (the story of Mark Zuckerberg and how Facebook was born) Amazon prime
• Steve Jobs (How the iMac was born and the man who made it happen)- Netflix
(All available on Netflix or Prime).
What did you learn about the company/person? How has your viewed changed, if at all, having watched the
film?

D. Any of the following:
• Watch Dragon’s Den
• Watch Inside the Factory
• Listen to BBC Business Daily podcast
Write a short paragraph about what you watched, and what you learnt.
Task 3: Business Organisations and the impact of the Lockdown
Businesses all over the country are feeling the effects of the Coronavirus as the whole of UK and many
parts of the world have experienced lockdown. Your task is to investigate the types of businesses in the
table below and the impact that lockdown is having or has had on them. A challenge task will be to
consider actions that they may take to alleviate the problems they are facing in the short, medium or
long term.
Create a table like the one below to record your findings:
Type of
business
ownership

Benefits
of this
type of
ownership

Drawbacks
of this
type
of
ownership

Real life
examples of
this type of
ownership (at
least 2)

Sole trader

e.g. hairdresser

Public Limited
Company(PLC)
UK
Multinational
Company

e.g.
Morrisons
e.g.
Disney

Impact of
Challenge: How
Coronavirus can each business
/Lockdown respond to ensure
the survival of
their business?

Les Vauxbelets,
St Andrews,
Guernsey
GY6 8XY

Tel: 01481 237200
Email: office@blanchelande.sch.gg
www.blanchelande.co.uk

