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Why do the 
EPQ?

Supervisor view:

This qualification is so good because it enables students to develop 
independent learning and to demonstrate that they are capable of 
working on their own initiative, and amongst all the other students that 
are getting good grades at A-Levels, it enables them to stand out.

Student view:

The skills that you develop are exactly the skills you need at university. I 
went into the interview with knowledge of my subject beyond my A-
Level syllabus and it meant that I could talk about something that I was 
passionate about and that I'd really enjoyed doing, and I think that 
genuine passion and enthusiasm comes across in the interview. I chose 
to do something above and beyond, and what appealed to me is that 
each extended project is unique, so no one else will have done what 
you've done or have the experience that you've had.



Supervisor v 
student 

• Supervisor view:
• This qualification allows young people the opportunity 

to pick up a topic that they really want to engage in, 
and to learn the skills that it takes to be able to deliver 
that successfully.

• Student view
• Not only are you having to plan your own work and 

review your own work but you're also researching, so 
you're using the internet, you're using books and 
libraries and you're not just using an A-Level text book, 
you're having to find your own information and find out 
exactly what you need for the project yourself.



From AQA...

• Our EPQ allows each student to embark on a largely self-directed and self-motivated project. 
Students must choose a topic, plan, research and develop their idea and decide on their finished 
product.

• We encourage creativity and curiosity. A project topic may be directly related to a student's main 
study programme, but should look beyond the specification. A finished product may take the form of 
a:

• research based written report

• production* (eg charity event, fashion show or sports event etc)

• an artefact* (eg piece of art, a computer game or realised design).

• *A written report must accompany these options.

• Students must also record their project process in their Production Log. The process of recording and 
completing a project is as important as the finished product. Both the Production Log and Product 
will be assessed.



What you 
need to do as 
a student

Choose an area of interest and draft their project 
title and aims.

Plan, research and carry out their project.

Keep a production log of all stages of the project 
production, reviewing and evaluating their progress.

Complete the project product.

Prepare and deliver a presentation.

Review the outcome of their project and 
presentation.



You will learn 
to....

manage – identify, design, plan, and complete a project (or task within a 
group project), applying organisational skills and strategies to meet their 
stated objectives

Manage

use resources/research – obtain and select information from a range of 
sources, analyse data, apply it relevantly, and demonstrate understanding of 
any appropriate connections and complexities of their topic

Use

develop and realise – use a range of skills, including using new technologies, 
to solve problems, to take decisions critically, creatively and flexibly, and to 
achieve their aims

Develop and 
realise

review – evaluate the outcome, including their learning and performance.Review



What is 
an EPQ 
worth?

The EPQ is worth a maximum of 
70 UCAS points, as although it is 
equivalent to half an A-level, it is 
worth slightly more as the A* 
grade is available.

https://www.brightknowledge.org/education/ucas-points-explained


Activity-Write down at least one topic from 
a minimum of three of the following areas:
• A topic that interests you that is directly related to your A-levels or other 
Level 3 study. 
• A topic related to your preferred higher education course. 
• A topic you have been discussing with your friends or family. 
• A topic related to your long-term career aspirations. 
• A topic related to a work experience or summer study programme that you 
have attended. 
• A topic that is frequently in the news. 
• A topic that allows you to maintain an interest in a subject you no longer 
study but previously enjoyed. 
• A topic related to a special interest of yours.

Note that at this stage you are not trying to formulate 
a title or aim; this is an initial exploration of your 

interests.



Consider Pardeep's thought process as an 
example:

● Pardeep is taking French A-level, so one possible topic could be related to the Cathar castles in the 
Languedoc-Roussillon region of France. This would allow her to undertake primary research in France. 

● Pardeep would like to study International Relations at HE, so another topic could be ‘The role of the UN 
during the Rwanda massacres’.

● Pardeep has been talking to her friends about the #metoo social media campaign and about the 
celebrities who wore black at the Golden Globe awards ceremony in 2018. This might be a good topic for 
her to explore further. 

● Her long-term aim is to go into Law, so a possible topic might be to look at whether the less-well-off 
receive justice in equal measure to the rich.



Pardeep undertook work 
experience at a local charity 
recently and became very 
interested in fundraising; 

possibly this would make a 
good topic for her EP. 

● Brexit is everywhere in the 
news at present; this could be 

a topic for Pardeep’s EP. 

● When Pardeep selected her 
A-levels she gave up all her 
creative options. She could 

choose an EP topic that allows 
her to create something. 

● Pardeep has read in the 
literature from her chosen HE 

institution that she will be 
expected to undertake group 
work. Pardeep could use the 

opportunity to work as part of 
a group for her EP and produce 

something with another 
student or with a group of 

students. 

Pardeep starts a concept map, 
using these ideas. Have a look 

at what she comes up with.



Consider Aims 
and Objectives 

in your 
decision 

making process

You need to be clear in your mind about the difference 
between an aim and an objective: 
● A project aim is what you want to achieve. 

● A project objective is how you are going to achieve it. 
Your project may have just one aim, or it may have two or 
three aims. In order to achieve your aims, you must set 
yourself objectives. You need to think about the different 
activities that you will need to engage in to achieve your 
aims. You will probably need to complete several 
objectives in order to achieve each aim.



Group 
project or 
individual?

Group projects can be very successful, but that each 
group member must have a clearly defined individual role 
within the group. The group has shared aims, but each 
member must have individual and unique objectives and 
must work independently on their own individual area of 
research. The various individual strands of research then 
come together to realise the product, which will be an 
artefact of some kind. Each member of the group writes a 
unique and individual research report, delivers a unique 
and individual presentation, and completes a unique and 
individual Production Log.



Consider these ideas…

http://thinkstudent.co.uk/epq-
ideas/#EPQ_Ideas_Relating_To_Business_Studies

http://thinkstudent.co.uk/epq-ideas/#EPQ_Ideas_Relating_To_Business_Studies


EPQ success stories

• Anastasia completed her EPQ on the use of light in architecture, looking 
at its development through European architectural history and 
examining contemporary technical developments. The completion of 
the project developed her existing knowledge of architecture in a way 
that not only enhanced her A-Level subjects, particularly History of Art, 
but added an extra dimension to her UCAS application, and helped in 
the interviews which got her a place at one of the UK’s best schools of 
architecture. Furthermore, her EPQ gave her a considerable advantage 
over her competitors when she came to apply for work placements in 
her first year at university.

• Anna completed an EPQ on the use of satire in the work of the Italian 
author Dante. The project provided strong evidence in her UCAS 
Personal Statement to support her application to study English 
Literature. Her EPQ was the main topic of discussion in her interview for 
a place at Cambridge University, which she was duly offered. When 
asked what she thought was the main reason that her Cambridge 
interview had been so successful, Anna answered simply: “I just talked 
about my EPQ!”.



What do universities think about the EPQ?

What do universities think of the EPQ?

• Bristol: ‘The university recognises that some A-level students may also choose to offer the Extended Project. In such cases some 
admissions tutors may make two alternative offers, one of which involves success in the Extended Project’

• Cambridge: ‘We welcome the introduction of the Extended Project and would encourage you to undertake one as it will help you 
develop independent study and research skills and ease the transition from school/college to higher education.’

• Newcastle: ‘We value the skills of research and independent learning that the Extended Project is designed to develop. We 
welcome applications from students offering the Extended Project alongside A-levels…Your offer may be varied as a result, in 
recognition of the level of study skills you will have developed.’

• Oxford: ‘Where applicants have undertaken the Extended Project (EP), the university will not make this a condition for an offer but 
recognises that the EP will provide an applicant with the opportunity to develop research and academic skills relevant for study at 
Oxford. Candidates are encouraged to draw upon their experience of undertaking the project when writing their personal 
statement, particularly if the topic is allied to their chosen degree course.’

• Warwick: ‘Warwick welcomes the development of the Extended Project and we anticipate that this qualification will assist in our 
assessment of an applicant’s potential to succeed at undergraduate level study.’

The picture can't be displayed.



The University of Bath thinks so highly of EPQ 
that they introduced this….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gq4P_yjjKZY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gq4P_yjjKZY


Les Vauxbelets, 
St Andrews, 
Guernsey 
GY6 8XY
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