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Year 11 Bridging Work: A Level Drama & Theatre Studies  

I am delighted that you have expressed an interest in studying drama at Blanchelande and 
want to help you make the most of remote learning and the summer months. It’s important to 
keep the brain stimulated, especially as you seek to make the transition to A level, and vitally 
important that you allow yourself a chance to be imaginative and inventive if you’re planning 
to pick up a creative subject like drama. I offer this work and hope that it will prove useful for 
your transition into Drama and give you some structure for your independent learning.  

The work doesn’t require any equipment and most of the activities can be completed on your 
phone. Blue text contains a hyperlink to the myriad of resources.  

I wish you and your family the very best of health between now and September and look 
forward to working with you soon.  

Ms Justine Vlad 
Subject Leader for Drama  

 

Join me in Teams  

I will be promoting a number of performances being streamed online for free by various 
theatre companies. Keep in touch via Teams to let me know what you have watched and 
what those ‘lightbulb’ moments were for you – you know, those memorable moments of 
theatre that grab your attention, speak to you personally, or light that spark of inspiration 
within you.  

Brush up on your GCSE knowledge  

If you have not studied Drama GCSE, there are some basics that you need to know. There 
is a fabulous website that will help you to fill those gaps in your knowledge. BBC bitesize 
offers useful revision notes, diagrams and quizzes on all aspects of the AQA course, such 
as: 

Understanding Drama and Theatre 

• Theatre roles 
• Characteristics of a dramatic work 
• Staging 
• Stage positioning 

Performing Characters 

• Physical skills for interpreting a character 
• Vocal skills for interpreting a character 

Theatre Design 

• Set design 
• Costume design 
• Lighting design 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zrnjwty


You should create a series of posters, mind maps, notes, diagrams on each aspect. 

 

Preparing for the written paper 1: read and research your set texts  

We study two plays for the written paper. The first one in Year 12 is Antigone by Sophocles.  
Buy yourself a copy and get a head start on reading it. Then research its historical context, 
genre, style and themes.  Search for reviews of recent productions to find out more about 
the play and to find out how it has been staged. 

 

Preparing for the written paper 2: watching and analysing live theatre  

Sign in to watch a play from the National Theatre via our JCS online subscription. We 
studied Jayne Eyre in Year 11, so select a different production to write about. In fact, there is 
a production of your set text, Antigone! Choose a key moment – about 2-3 minutes of 
footage you thought was successful – and practise vividly and analytically describing what 
you saw and evaluating why you thought it was successful?  You could create a grid to plan 
your work – and then write it up in a paragraph. (See below)    

www.dramaonlinelibrary.com  

Username: BCollege 

Password: Drama 

 

The who The what The how The why 1 The why 2 
Name of the 
actor and the 
character being 
played 

Quote a line of 
dialogue or 
describe a 
physical 
movement in 
detail 

Describe how it 
was performed 
by the actor – 
use vivid 
descriptions as 
well as subject 
specific 
terminology 
(SST) 

What was the 
effect?  For 
example, what 
was conveyed 
about the 
character?  
What mood was 
created?  Etc 

Why was this 
successful?  
Because it 
evoked your 
sympathy, 
made you 
laugh, 
successfully 
highlighted an 
important 
theme in the 
play, created 
suspense and 
tension? 

  

 

 

   

 

http://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/


Subject Specific Language (SST) is crucial when writing in Drama. Here’s a reminder of 
those key acting skills (all explained on the BBC bitesize website):  

 

Voice: tone, accent, emphasis, pause, volume, pitch, inflection, pace  

 

Physical: gesture, posture, stance, gait, facial expression, spatial relationships   

In partnership with the BBC, the RSC will be airing past productions on BBC platforms 
including iplayer.  Click here to find out more.  You could do the same kind of exercise with 
these productions plus Emma Rice’s Wise Children and Mike Barlett’s Albion, also to be 
screened on the BBC.   

 

Learn about different theatre practitioners  

What is theatre? Different practitioners have different ideas. Spend some time watching and 
researching the work of the following practitioners. What ideas do they have about theatre 
and theatrical experiences?  What key features define their work? Create a series of mind 
maps including their style, techniques and what it is that makes each company/practitioner 
different and special?  : 

• Kneehigh and Emma Rice 
• Steven Berkoff 
• Bertolt Brecht   
• Antonin Artaud  

Each company/practitioner has a website you can explore. Their influence can be see in all 
kinds of theatre we see today.    

Note that the BBC will air Emma Rice’s production of Wise Children.  Rice was artistic 
director of Kneehigh for some time and you can see Kneehigh’s playful approach to theatre 
throughout the production!    

 

Get lost!  

The National Theatre has a YouTube channel with tonnes of informative videos. Why not get 
lost in it all? Take notes of skills, styles and practitioners that inspire you, such as Commedia 
del Arte.  

 

Keep it practical  

It might be a challenge to work on your Drama skills over the summer – but not impossible. 
Why not try your hand at performing a monologue: 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/news/six-shakespeares-now-on-bbc-iplayer


Select a classical or contemporary monologue – there is a plentiful range online. Research 
the role and themes of the play, find out about the character and their circumstances to 
make choices about age, accent, state of mind etc. Be inspired by other performances, 
either amateur or professional. Then rehearse your vocal skills and movement before 
videoing your work. Watch your recorded work and give yourself some constructive criticism. 
Share it with the rest of us in Teams for a round of ‘remote’ applause.  

 

Swot up on your theatre history and theatre movements  

YouTube channel CrashCourse offers bite-size videos on theatre history and important 
movements in theatre, for example expressionism, epic theatre and absurdism (to name just 
three). Watch these informative videos and make notes on them. Search for online 
productions of any plays mentioned. Then go down the rabbit hole of YouTube to explore 
these movements, plays and playwrights in more depth. Some of the work you see may be 
bad. Very bad. But you need to see bad theatre as well as good theatre!  

https://www.backstage.com/uk/magazine/article/5-alternative-classical-monologues-for-women-to-audition-with-65788/
https://www.backstage.com/monologues/?category=1&min_age=0&max_age=100&page=1&order_by=asc&gender=Male
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