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Blanchelande

W
ith 170 more pupils in 
the school than in 2016, 
Blanchelande College is 
enjoying a new springtime. 
So what is behind the 
growth?

Robert O’Brien, Blanchelande’s principal, 
says that an idea known as the hero’s 
journey is at the heart of  it. 
‘A big part of  my job is meeting families 
and the thing that always captivates 
them is what we’ve done with the hero’s 
journey. It really has become the school’s 
overarching narrative. And the funny 
thing is that it all happened almost by 
accident,’ he said.
The opening of  a new arts centre in 2017 
led to David Ummels, founder of  Art for 
Guernsey, introducing Mr O’Brien to local 
artist Hugh Rose with the opportunity to 
produce a unique, 18 metre work of  art.
‘Students love heroes and quests, so I drew 
from sources like Homer’s Odyssey, The 
Lord Of  The Rings and Star Wars. There 
are hero’s journey patterns everywhere 
when you start looking for them.’
The hero’s journey is a cycle in which 
a hero steps out of  their comfort zone 
(or familiar world) and achieves victory, 
returning to their community and infusing 
it with the transformation they have 
undergone through the struggles and 
battles of  the adventure.
Once the mural was completed, it 
immediately had an impact on the English 
curriculum, with more epic poetry and 
hero’s narratives (such as The Hobbit) 
being introduced, as well as becoming part 
of  the way pastoral care was delivered, 
with every pupil being at the centre of  
their own journey, overcoming adversity.
‘We had a big staff  meeting and the 
response was overwhelming,’ said Mr Rose. 
‘Each teacher had their own angle but was 
applying the hero’s journey to what they 
were teaching. There was also a strong 
sense that the heroic ideal was missing 
from the students’ personal development 
and that it could really inspire and 
challenge them. Importantly, the message 
of  the hero’s journey is starkly different 
from many conventional ideas of  well-
being – the hero’s journey tells you to fight 

the dragon that is causing you anxiety, 
even if  that means doing it bit by bit, 
incrementally.’
With the mural complete, the school began 
to see the impact that art can have within 
a community, and soon the school began to 
devise ways for pupils to self-author their 
own journeys.
Alexa Yeoman, head of  nursery and 
infants, found that the hero’s journey 
could easily be simplified for young 
children, particularly as they have such 
rich imaginations. ‘For the infants, the 
hero’s journey is told as a simple quest. 
Each infant classroom has an amazing 
wall chart with a magical boat sailing 
through choppy waters towards Castle 
Blanchelande. Each journey focuses on 
a ‘learning power’, such as ‘have a go’, 
‘remember’ or ‘work together’.
In the junior department, the pupils 
begin the Blanchelande Diploma which 
contains six sections – academic, cultural, 

communication, physical, service and 
the knightly virtues. Each child aims for 
three achievements in each section over 
the course of  a year. Once complete, they 
receive a Dragon Slayer seal on the front 
of  their planner and a special certificate.
Mark Allison, head of  juniors, said 
that each year starts with the pupils 
completing the ‘call to adventure’ section 
of  their specially designed planner. ‘At 
this age they are introduced to lots of  
different subjects – 13 subjects, from Latin 
to geography, design to music – and we 
want them to be excited by each, seeing 
each subject as an adventure. The diploma 
helps with this but also gives them targets 
in every area of  school life, including 
sport, music, drama and voluntary service. 
Character development is key as well – 
that’s what we call knightly virtue.’
Moving into the senior school the diploma 
continues, but the challenges presented 
in the student planners evolve to keep 
them interested and motivated. For 
senior students, a seventh section – work 
experience – is also added.
‘You can get some of  your diploma 
through your school work, by working 
together and being disciplined, but 
you also need to try new things like 
representing the school,’ said Year 4 
pupil, Theo Curle. ‘It also makes you 
push yourself; I was really proud of  my 
Platinum Merit Award, which counted 
towards my diploma, but it was very 
difficult to get!’
Sophia Roger in Year 9 is doing the 
diploma for the second year, and said, ‘I’ve 
really enjoyed the diploma. It is a good way 
of  keeping track of  everything you are 
achieving, and I realised that it includes a 
lot of  things I didn’t consider part of  my 
normal school work. It made me strive to 
do more, be aware of  all the opportunities 
that are available at Blanchelande, and be 
proactive in bettering myself.’
Charlotte Bertrand in Year 13 was the first 
to complete the Sixth Form Diploma; ‘You 
can use academic achievements for your 
diploma, but also things like volunteering, 
work experience and public speaking. 
I think the diploma is a good thing for 
Blanchelande because it makes us reach 

out for opportunities and try new things, 
and public speaking has now become very 
normal for me. You definitely learn new 
skills as well as finding ways to be a good 
person and it has given me a lot of  things 
to talk about in job interviews and on my 
CV.’
Mr O’Brien says that the hero’s journey 
and the diploma give parents what 
they are looking for: a well-mapped out 
programme for a rounded education. 
‘Parents who come to look around are 
right to interrogate us about how we can 
give their son or daughter the framework 
they will need to live fully-rounded, 
successful lives. They want to know 
what a rounded education really means 
and that’s what the hero’s journey and 
diploma provides. It’s been up and running 
for several years now, and through 
consultation with students and teachers 
we add new features and improvements 
to keep it fresh for students. After all, it’s 
their hero’s journey.’

u For a coffee, tour and to arrange a taster 
day, please contact Sonia Hollowell on 
232744 or hollowells@blanchelande.sch.gg 

the home of the hero’s journey


